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Points on the Karly History of Pittsburg. 





It is not my intention to give an historical sketch, however brief, 
of the city of Pittsburg; I shall content myself with presenting a 
few detached remarks that may not be wholly devoid ‘of interest to 
the general reader. 


The Indian name of the spot upon which our city stands was Da- 
un-daga, but by what tribe it was given I am not certain. It would 
appear, however, to have been conferred by the Senecas, from the 
fact that the same tribe called French creek Jn-wn-ga, with which 
the appellation of our city would seem to bear a family resemblance. 
The term, whatever may have been its source, is said to mean “ the 
Forks.”! According to another authority, the Delaware Indians 
named the site of the future city, after its occupation by the French, 
Manachk-sink, which signifies, “ where there is a fence,” or an enclo- 
sure. Menachk is an enclosed spot of ground, a place secure against 
entrance, hence equivalent to a fortress.* This name, however, is 
plainly dictated not by nature but by subsequent circumstances. , 


The first white man to visit the spot where the city of Pittsburg 
stands was the Chevalier Robert de la Salle, who descended the Al- 
legheny river past this point in the winter of 1669-70, or early in 
the spring of the latter year, although the precise time cannot be as- 
certained ; nor is it known whether he landed at the site of our eity 
or not.® 


1 History of Allegheny County, p. 17. 

*Heckewelder’s Indian Names, &c., p. 262, in Transactions of the Moravian His- 
torical Society, of Nazareth, Pa. 

’Parkman’s La Salle, pp. 23-27. 











82 HISTORICAL RESEARCHES. 


The first description of the site is found in Washington’s journal 
of his expedition to the French fort on French creek, where, under 
date of November 24, 1753, he writes: “The land at the Point is 
about twenty-five feet above the common surface of the water, and 
a considerable bottom of flat, well timbered land all around it very 
convenient for building.” 


The first attempt at a permanent settlement of the place was made 
by Captain William Trent. Acting upon the representations of 
Major Washington, Lieutenant-Governor Robert Dinwiddie, of Vir- 
ginia, despatched Trent with seventy-five men, on January 4, 1754, 
to throw up a fort at the confluence of the Allegheny and Mononga- 
hela rivers, as @ means of arresting the progress of the French, who 
were expected to descend the Allegheny with the opening of spring. 
“ On the 17th of February, 1754—a memorable day in our history 
—Mr. Trent arrived at the Forks to meet Mr. Gist and others. 
They expected the rest of the company, to the number of seventy or 
eighty, in a few days, and then intended to lay the foundation of the 
new fort.”* 

Agreeably to the threat they had made to Washington, the French, 
iz command of Contreceur, arrived on the 16th of April, 1754, 





*Craig’s History of Pittsburg, pp. 22, 23. 

Neville B. Craig, one of Pittsburg’s most noted sons, was the son of Major Isaac 
Craig, and grandson of General John Neville, both of Revolutionary fame, and the 
former for a long time commander at Fort Pitt. He was born at the Boquet re- 
doubt at the Point, March 29th, 1787, studied for a time at Princeton, practised 
law and held several offices of trust in Pittsburg, and served with distinction in the 
Legislature. He owned and edited the Pittsburg Gazette from 1829 to 1841, making 
it a daily, the first in the city. We are also indebted to him for a number of works 
gn our local history, which are authorities of a high order. They are “The 
Olden Time,” two vols. 1846-7; “History of Pittsburg,” 1851; “Memoirs of 
Major Robert Stobo,” “Life and Services of Major Isaac Craig,” 1854; and “ Ex- 
posure of the Misstatements in H. M. Brackenridge’s History of the Whiskey In- 
surrection,” 1859. He died on March 3, 1863.—Centennial Volume of the First 
Presbyterian Church in Pittsburg, pp. 144, 145. 

Christopher Gist was a noted character in our frontier history. He was a native 
of England, where he appears to have been educated for the ministry in the Epis- 
copal church.— History of Venango County, p.54. He came to this country and 
settled in North Carolina, from which he was called in 1750 by the Ohio Company, 
to visit and report on their lands. He visited the Ohio on several subsequent 
occasions, and finally settled and induced a few pioneers to settle with him six miles 
southeast of where Connellsville now stands. He accompanied George Washing- 
ton to the French forts at the close of 1753, took part in the war with the French 
and appears to have died about the year 1783.—The Olden Time, vol. I. 


> 
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and demanded the surrender of the place. It was granted, and the 
spot passed into the hands of new masters. I have elsewhere treated 
of the chaplain who accompanied the French, and the religious ser- 
vices by which he consecrated this spot to God. The French were 
now masters, and being enemies of the English, the latter sought to 
triumph over them, though this triumph was to be the harbinger of 
their own signal defeat, as we shall see in the sequel. 


An interesting inquiry is, who was the first white person born on 
the spot upon which our city now stands? On turning to the Bap- 
tismal Register of Fort Duquesne, (p. 31,) it is found to have been 
John Daniel Norment. The entry of his baptism is as follows: “In 
the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-five, on the nineteenth 
of September, was baptized with the customary ceremonies of our 
Holy Mother, the Catholic Church, John Daniel Norment, born the 
same day, the son of John Gasper Norment and Mary Joseph Chain- 
ier, united in lawful wedlock. The godfather was Monsieur John 
Daniel, Esquire, Sieur Dumas, Captain of Infantry, and Commander- 
in-Chief of the forts of Presqu’ Isle, Le Beeuf and Duquesne ; the god- 
mother was Theresa Norment, who, saying that she could not sign her 
name, the godfather signed alone before us, Denys Baron, Recollect 
priest, Chaplain.” The first death recorded, as we learn from the same - 
Register, (p. 9,) was that of Toussaint Boyer, surnamed Bientourné, 
aged twenty-one, unmarried ; which took place on the twentieth of 
June, 1754. 


With the fall of the fort, November 25th, 1758, came a second 
change of masters, the English then coming into possession of the 
place. As it was impossible for them to erect a fort of any strength 
so late in the season, and yet was of the first importance to occupy 
the spot, they built a small, square stockade, with a bastion at each 
angle, on the bank of the Monongahela about three hundred yards 
from the Point. This was occupied during the wiuter, and it is 
from this little fortification, named in honor of the Prime Minister 
of England that our city takes its name. The large Fort Pitt was 
erected, as I need hardly state, on the Point, in the following year, 
and is said to have cost the home government sixty thousand pounds, 
“There,” says Mr. Bancroft, “as the banners of England floated over 
the waters, the place, at the suggestion of Forbes, was with one voice 
called Pittsburg. It is the most enduring monument to William 
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Pitt. Americans raised to his name statues that have been wrong- 
fuily broken, and granite piles, of which not one stone remains upon 
another, but long as the Monongahela and Allegheny shall flow to 
form the Ohio, long as the English tongue shall be the language of 
freedom in the boundless valley which their waters traverse, his 
name shall stand inscribed on the gateway of the west.’’® 


The first use of the name Pittsburg, so far as I have been able to 
learn, was in a letter from George Cochran to Governor Denny, 
dated “ Pittsburg, July 15, 1759.”® But both this name and “ Fort 
Pitt” continued to be used indiscriminately for many years. The last 
official employment of the designation “Fort Pitt,” so far as I can find, 
was in a letter written by Major Isaac Craig to Major General Knox, 
Secretary ot War, dated, “ Fort Pitt, March 25,1791.”7 -It would 
be interesting to inquire further into the origin of the name Pitts- 
burg, but the inquiry affords little additional information. The city 
was named in honor of William Pitt, the first Earl of Chatham, 
commonly called the Elder Pitt, and “The Great Commoner,” a 
leading statesman of England in the middle of the last century, and 
a steadfast friend of the colonies. Notwithstanding all my researches, 
I have not been able to trace the Pitt family further back than to the 
third generation from the author of our city’s name. William Pitt 
was born at Boconnoc, in Cornwall, November 15, 1708, the son of 
Robert and grandson of Thomas Pitt, Governor of Madras, in India. 
William Pitt died at Hayes, in Kent, May 11, 1779. 


In the time of Fort Duquesne there were about thirty cabins stand- 
ing around it ; but they were all destroyed with the fort at the time of 
its abandonment. The surroundings of Fort Pitt first definitely took 
the form of a town in the year 1764, when Col. John Campbell laid 
out that part of the future city which lies between Water street and 
Second avenue, and between Ferry and Market streets, being four 
squares. It has not been learned upon what authority he acted ; but 
when the Penns afterward authorized the laying out of the town of 
Pittsburg, their agent recognized Campbell’s act, so far, at least, as 
not to change his plan of lots. In the same year was erected the 





5 History of the United States, (Centenary Edition) vol. III, p. 206. 
6 Pa. Archives, vol. III. 
1 History of Pittsburg, p. 208. 





EARLY HISTORY OF PITTSBURG. 85 


last existing monument of British rule in the Iron City, Colonel 
Bouquet’s redoubt, of which mention was made above. (p. 52.) 


“ On the 5th day of January, 1769, a warrant was issued for the 
survey of the ‘Manor of Pittsburg.” On the 27th of March 
the survey was completed, and returned on the 19th of May, 1769. 
It embraced within its bounds 5,766 acres, and an allowance of six 
per cent. for roads, &c.”® 


The controversy regarding the boundary between Virginia and 
the western part of Pennsylvania, which had been carried on with 
no little spirit for more than thirty years, and which involved the 
jurisdiction over the incipient city of Pittsburg, was finally settled in 
favor of our State, in August, 1779. This controversy and the 
antipathy of the Quakers to engage in war, account for the fact that 
it was Virginia and not Pennsylvania that first moved in resisting 
the encroachments of the French in these parts.° 


The following descriptions of the incipient city, given at different 
times and by different persons, and somewhat at variance with each 
other, will be of interest to the historian. George Washington, who 
paid his second visit to the place in 1770, thus describes it; “The 
houses, which are arranged in streets, are on the Monongahela, and, 
I suppose, may be twenty in number, and inhabited by Indian 
traders.” On this point Mr. Craig remarks that, “It happens sin- 
gularly enough, that the first description of the point on which 
Pittsburg stands, was from the pen of Washington, and the very 
first statement which exists of the number of honses here is from 
the same pen.”!° 


The following description of the town, as it appeared in 1781, for 
which I am indebted to a gentleman of Philadelphia, was writ- 
ten by Judge Breckenridge, for the Pittsburg Gazelte, and after- 
ward republished by him in pamphlet form. Although lengthy it 
wili, it is hoped, be acceptable to the reader from the fact that it 
carries him back to a time at which it is all but impossible to obtain 
any detailed account of the incipient “Smoky City.” It is repro- 
duced almost entire in the History of Pittsburg, pp. 189, et seq. : 





§ History of Pittsburg, p. 104. 4 
*The Olden Time, vol. I. p. 434. 
10 History of Pittsburg, p. 110. 
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GAZETTE PUBLICATIONS, BY H. H. BRECKENRIDGE, CARLISLE. 
PRINTED BY ALEXANDER & PHILLIPS, 1806. 


“It was in the Spring of 1781 that, leaving. the city of Philadel- 
phia, I crossed the Allegheny mountains, and took my residence in 
the town of Pittsburg : 


‘If town it could be called, that town was none, 
Distinguishable by house or street ‘ 


But in fact a few old buildings under the walls of a garrison, which 
stood at the junction of the two rivers. Nevertheless it appeared to 
me as what would one day be a town of note, and in the meantime 
might be pushed forward by the usual means that raise such places. 
Two or three years had elapsed, and some progress had been made 
in improvement, when a Gazette was established at this place for the 
western country, and one of my earliest contributions was the follow- 
ing, intended to give some reputation to the town, with a view to 
induce emigration to this particular spot. Whether it contributed 
in any degree to this object, I do not know, nor is it material. It 
will serve to give some idea of what the town was at an early period, 
and the state of society at that time, July 26, 1786. 

On the situation of the town of Pittsburg, and the state of society at 

that place. 

“The Allegheny river, running from the north-east, and the Mo- 
nongahela, from the south-west, meet at an angle of about 33 degrees, 
end form the Ohio. This is said to signify, in some of the Indian lan- 
guages, bloody, so that the Ohio river may be translated The River of 
Blood. 

“The French have called it La Belle Riviere, that is, the Beautiful 
or Fair river, but this is not intended by them as having any relation 
to the name Ohio."! 


“Tt may have received the name of Ohio about the beginning of 
the present century, when the Six Nations made war upon their fel- 
low savages in these territories and subjected several tribes. 


“The word Monongahela is said to signify in some of the Indian 
languages, the Falling-in banks, that is the stream of the falling-in 
or mouldering banks. : 





'1$ee above pp. 11, 12, Note 7. 
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*“ At the distance of about four or five hundred yards from the 
head of the Ohio is a small island, lying at the north-west side of 
the river, at the distance of about seventy yards from the shore. It 
is covered with woods, and at the lowest part is a lofty hill, famous 
for the number of wild turkeys which inhabit it. The island is not 
more in length than one-quarter of a mile, and in breadth about one 
hundred yards, A small space on the upper end is cleared and over- 
grown with grass, The savages had cleared it during the late war, 
a party of them attached to the United States having placed their 
wigwams and raised corn there. The Ohio, at the distance of about 
one mile from its source, winds around the lower end of the island 
and disappears. I call the confluence of the Allegheny and Monon- 
gahela the source of the Ohio. 


“Tt is pleasant to observe the conflict of these two waters where 
they meet; when of an equal height the contest is equal, and a 
small ripple appears from the point of land at their junction to the 
distance of about five hundred yards. When the Allegheny is mas- 
ter, as the term is, the current keeps its course a great way in the 
Monongahela before it is overcome, and falls into the bed of the 


Ohio. The Monongahela, in like manner having the mastery, bears 
away the Allegheny, and with its muddy water discolors the crystal 
current of that river. This happens frequently, inasmuch as these 
two rivers, coming from different climates of the country, are seldom 
swollen at the same time. The flood of the Allegheny rises perhaps 
the highest. I have observed it to have been at least thirty feet 
above the level, by the impression of the ice on the branches of the 
trees which overhang the river, and have been cut at the breaking up 
of the winter, when the snow and frost, melting toward the north- 
east, throw themselves down with amazing rapidity and violence in 
a mighty deluge. The current of the Allegheny is in general more 
rapid than that of the Monongahela, and though not broader or of 
greater depth, yet, from this circumstance, throws forward a greater 
quantity of water in the same space of time. In this river, at the 
distance of about one mile above the town of Pittsburg, is a beauti- 
ful little island’* which, if there are river gods and nymphs, they 
may be supposed to haunt. At the upper end of the island and 





12Herr’s Island. 
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toward the eastern shore, is a small ripple, as it is called, where 
the water, bubbling as if it sprung from the pebbles of a fountain, 
gives vivacity and an air of cheerfulness to the scene. 

“ The fish of the Allegheny are harder and firmer than those of 
the Monongahela or Ohio, owing, as is supposed, to the greater coldness 
and purity of the water. The fish in general of these rivers are 
good. They are: the pike, weighing frequently fifteen or twenty 
pounds, the perch, much larger than any I have ever seen in the 
bay of Chesapeake, which is the only tide from whence I have ever 
seen perch ; there is also the sturgeon and many more kinds of fish. 


“Tt may be said by some who will read this description which I 
have given, or may be about to give, that it is minute and useless, 
inasmuch as they are observations of things well known, But let it 
be considered that it is not intended for the people of this country, 
but for those at a distance, who may not yet be acquainted with the 
natural situation of the town of Pittsburg, or having heard of it 
may wish to be more particularly informed. 

“There is a rock known by the name of McKee’s Rock, at the 
distance of about three miles below the head of the Ohio. It is the 
end of a promontory, where the river bends to the north-west, and 
where, by the rushing of the floods, the earth has been cut away 
during several ages, so that the huge, overhanging rocks appear 
hollowed beneath, so as to form a dome of majesty and grandeur, 
near one hundred feet in height. Here are the names of French and 
British officers engraved, who, in former times, in parties of pleasure, 
had visited this place. The town of Pittsburg, at the head of the 
Ohio, is scarcely visible from hence, by means of an intervening 
island, the lower end of which is nearly opposite the rocks. Just 
below them, at the bending of the river, is a deep eddy water, which 
has been sounded by a line of thirty fathoms and no bottom found. 
Above them is a beautiful extent of bottom, containing five or six 
hundred acres, and the ground rising to the inland country with an 
easy ascent, so as to form an extensive landscape. As you ascend 
the river from these rocks to the town of Pittsburg, you pass on 
your right hand the mouth of a brook known by the name of Saw- 
mill run. This empties itself about half a mile below the town, and 
is overlooked by a building on its banks, on the point of a hill which 
fronts the east, and is first struck by the beams of the rising sun. 
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Ata smail distance from its mouth is a saw mill, about twenty perches 
below the situation of an old mill built by the British, the remains 
of some parts of which are yet seen. 


“ At the head of the Ohio stands the town of Pittsburg, on an 
angular piece of ground, the two rivers form the two sides of the 
angle. Just at the point stood, when I first came to this country, a 
tree, leaning against which I have often overlooked the wave, or 
committing my garments to its shade have bathed in its transparent 
tide. How I have regretted its undeserved fate when the early win- 
ter’s flood tore it from the roots and left the bank bare! 


“On this point stood the old French fort, known by the name of 
Fort Duquesne, which was evacuated and blown up by the French 
in the campaign of the British under General Forbes. The appear- 
ance of the ditch and mound, with the salient angles and bastions 
still remains, so as to prevent that perfect level of the ground which 
otherwise would exist. It has been long overgrown with the finest 
verdure, and pastured on by cattle; but since the town has been laid 
out it has been enclosed, and buildings are erected. 


“Just above these works is the present garrison, built by General 
Stanwix, and is said to have cost the crown of Britain £60,000. 
Be that as it may, it has been a work of great labor and of little use, 
for, situated on a plain, it is commanded by heights and rising 
grounds on every side, and some at less than the distance of a mile. 
The fortification is regular, constructed according to the rules of art, 
and about three years ago put into good repair by General Irwin, 
who commanded at this post. It had the advantage of an excellent 
magazine, built of stone, but the time is come, and it is hoped will 
not again return, when the use of this garrison is at an end. 


“The bank of the Allegheny river, on the north-west side of the 
town of Pittsburg, is planted with an orchard of apple trees, with 
some pear trees intermixed. These were brought, it. is said, and 
planted by a British officer, who commanded at this place early on 
the first occupation of it by the crown of England. He has deserved 
the thanks of those who have since enjoyed it, as the fruit is excel- 
lent, and the trees bear an abundance every year. Near the garrison, 
on the Allegheny bank, were formerly what were called the king’s 
artillery gardens, delightful spots, cultivated highly to usefulness and 
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pleasure, the soil favoring the growth of plants and flowers equal 
with any on the globe. Over this ground, the ancient herbs and 
plants springing up underneath the feet, it is delightful still to walk, 
covered with the orchard shade. 


“On the margin of this river once stood a row of houses, elegant 
and neat, and not unworthy of the European taste, but they have been 
swept away in the course of time, some for the purpose of forming 
an opening te the river from the garrison, that the artillery might 
incommode the enemy approaching, and deprived of shelter ; some 
torn away by the fury of the rising river, indignant of too near a 
pressure on its banks. These buildings were the receptacles of the 
ancient Indian trade, which, coming from the westward, centred in 
this quarter; but of these buildings, like decayed monuments of 
grandeur, no trace remains. Those who twenty years ago saw them 
flourish, can only say, ‘ here they stood.’ 


“ From the verdant walk on the margin of this beautiful river, 
you have a view of an island about a mile above, round which the 
river twines with a resplendent brightness; gliding on the eastern 
bank, it would wish to keep a straight direction, once supposed to be 
its course, but, thrown beneath, it modestly submits and falls toward 
the town. When the poet comes with his enchanting song to pour 
his magic numbers on this scene, this little island may aspire to live 
with those of the A2gean sea, where the song of Homer drew the 
image of delight, or where the Cam of Isis, embracing in their 
bosoms gems like these, are sung by Milton, father of moderr bards. 


“On the west side of the Allegheny river, and opposite the 
orchard, is a level of three thousand acres; reserved by the State to 
be laid out in lots for the purpose of a town.'* A small stream at 
right angles to the river passes through it. On this ground it is 
supposed a town may stand, but on all hands it is excluded from the 
praise of being a situation so convenient as on the side of the river 
where the present town is placed, yet it is a most delightful grove of 
oak, cherry, and walnut trees. But we return and take a view of the 
Monongahela, on the south side of the town. 


“The bank is closely set with buildings for the distance of near 
half a mile, and behind this range the town chiefly lies, falling back 





18 Allegheny City now occupies this spot. 
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on the plains between the two rivers. To the eastward is Grant’s 
hill, a beautiful rising ground, discovering marks of ancient cultiva- 
tion, the forest having long ago withdrawn and shown the head and 
brow beset with green and flowers. From this hill two crystal foun- 
tains issue, which in the heat of summer continue with a limpid cur- 
rent to refresh the taste. It is pleasant to celebrate a festival on 
the summit of this ground. 


“Tn the year 1781, a bower had been erected, covered with green 
shrubs. The sons and daughters of the day assembling, joined in the 
festivity, viewing the rivers at a distance, and listening to the music 
of the military on the plain beneath them. When the moonlight, 
rising from the east, had softened into gray, the prospect, a lofty pile 
of wood enflamed, with pyramidal rising, illuminated both rivers and 
the town, which far around reflected brightness. Approaching in the 
appearance of a river god, a swain begirt with weeds natural to these 
streams, and crowned with leaves of the sugar tree, hailed us, and 
gave prophetic hints of the grandeur of our future empire. His words 
I remember not, but it seems to me for a moment, that the mystic 
agency of deities well known in Greece and Rome, was not a fable; 
but that powers unseen haunt the woods and rivers, who take part in 
the affairs of mortals, and are pleased with the celebration of events. 
that spring from great achievements and from virtue. 


“ This is the hill, and from whence it takes its name, where, in the 
war which terminated in 1763, Grant advancing with about 800 Cale- 
donians or Highland-Scotch troops, beat a reveille a little after sun- 
rise to the French garrison, who, accompanied with a number of 
savages, sallied out and flanked him unseen from the bottom on the 
left and right then covered with woods, ascended the hill, tomahawked 
and cut his troops to pieces, and made Grant himself a prisoner." 
Bones and weapons are yet found on the hill, the bones white with 
the weather, the weapons covered with rust. 


“On the top of this hill is a mound of earth, supposed to be a 
catacomb or ancient burying place of the savages. There can be no 
doubt of this, as on the opening some of the like tombs or hills of 





14September 14,1758. On this hill, and near the scene of the engagement, among 
other buildings, stand the cathedral and the court house. 
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earth, bones are found. In places where stones are plenty, these mounds 
are raised of stones, and skeletons are found in them.'® To the north- 
east of Grant’s hill there is one still higher at the distance of about 
a quarter of a mile, which is called the Quarry hill, from the excellent 
stone quarry that has been opened in it. . . . From the Quarry 
hill you have a view of four or five miles of the Allegheny river. . . 
This hill would seem to stand as that whereon a strong redoubt 
might be placed to command the commerce of the Allegheny river, 
while directly opposite on the Monongahela side, to the south-east, 
stands a hill of the same height and appearance, known by the name 
of Ayers’ hill, so called from a British engineer of that name, who 
gave his opinion in favor of this ground as that whereon the fort 
ought to be constructed, as being the highest ground, and which must 
command the rivers, and the plain with the inferior rising grounds on 
which the town is built. 


“The town of Pittsburg, as at present built, stands chiefly on 
what is called the third bank ; that is the third rising of the ground 
above the Allegheny water. First there is the first bank, which con- 
fines the river at the present time; and about three hundred feet 
removed is a second like the falling of a garden; then a third, at the 
distance of about three hundred yards; and lastly, a fourth bank, all 
of easy inclination, and parallel with the Allegheny river. These 
banks would seem in successive periods to have been the margin of 
the river, which gradually has changed its course, and has been thrown 
from one descent to another, to the present bed where it lies. . 
Nature, therefore, or the river, seems to have formed the bed of this 
town as a garder with level walks and falling of the ground. 


“The town consists at present of about an hundred dwelling 
houses, with buildings appurtenant. More are daily added, and for 
some time past it has improved with an equal but continual pace. The 
inhabitants, children, men and women, are about fifteen hundred; this 
number doubling almost every year from the accessions from abroad, 








'5Hon. Wm. Little, in a paper read before the Historical Society of Western 
Pennsylvania, May 30, 1879, maintained that “the mound was érected by an eccen- 
tric individual as a place to cremate a dead child that he had exhumed from the 
graveyard of the First Presbyterian Church ; but citizens interfered and prevented 
the cremation.” —Synopsis of the Proceedings, &c., of the Historical Society of Western 
Pennsylvania, &c., p.11. This explanation does not appear sufficiently probable. 
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and from those born in the town.” This estimate will appear on a 
moment’s reflection to be an exaggerated one, as it would give about 
fifteen persons to each house; nor is the estimate of the rate of in- 
crease free from the same overdrawing. The number of inhabitants 
at that time was probably about four hundred, and it did not reach 
the figures here given until at least fifteen years later, as will appear 
further on. But to resume. 


“There is not a more delightful spot under heaven to spend any of 
the summer months than at this place. I am astonished that there 
should be such repairing to the Warm Springs of Virginia, a place 
pent up between the hills, where the sun pours its beams concentrated 
as in a burning glass, and not a breath of air stirs; where the eyé can 
wander scarcely half a furlong, while here we have the breezes of the 
the river, coming from the Mississippi and the ocean; the gales that 
fan the woods, and are sent from the refreshing lakes to the northward ; 
in the meantime the prospect of extensive hills and dales, whence the 
fragrant air brings odors of a thousand flowers and plants, or of the 
corn and grain of husbandmen, upon its balmy wings. Here we have 
the town and country together. 


“Nor is the winter season enjoyed with less festivity than in more 
populous and cultivated towns. The buildings warm, fuel abundant, 
consisting of the finest coal from the neighboring hills, or of ash, 
hickory or oak, brought down in rafts by the rivers. In the mean- 
time the climate is less severe at this place than on the other side of 
the mountain, lying deep in the bosom of the wood ; sheltered on the 
north-east by the bending of the Allegheny heights, and on the south- 
west, warmed by the tepid winds from the bay of Mexico, and the 
great southern ocean. 


“Tn the fall of the year and during the winter season, there is 
usually a great concourse of strangers at this place, from the different 
States, about to descend to the westward, or to excursions into the 
uninhabited and adjoining country. These, with the inhabitants of 
the town spend the evening in parties at the different houses, or at 
public balls, where they are surprised to find an elegant assembly of 
ladies, not to be surpassed in beauty and accomplishments perhaps by 
any on the continent. 
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“Tt must appear like enchantment to a stranger, who after travel- 
ing an hundred miles from the settlements, across a dreary mountain, 
and through the adjoining country, where in many places the spurs 
of the mountain still continue, and cultivation does not always show 
itself, to see, all at once, and almost on the verge of the inhabited 
globe, a town with smoking chimneys, halls lighted up with splendor, 
ladies and gentlemen assembled, various music, and the mazes of the 
dance, He may suppose it to be the effect of magic, or that he is come 
into a new world where there is all the refinement of the former and 
more benevolence of heart.” 


This picture, it is well to remember, was drawn before our city had 
taken, or even promised to take the front rank in manufactory ; be- 
fore it could boast “its swarming population, its restless industries, the 
clang of its forges, and its chimneys vomiting foul smoke into the 
face of heaven.”'® But notwithstanding this, it has the best health 
recurd of any city in the United States. 


In the fall of 1783, the proprietaries, John Penn, Jr. and John 
Penn concluded to sell the lands constituting the Manor of Pittsburg ; 
but later they determined to lay out a town at the junction of the two 
rivers, a work which was completed by Thos, Vickroy, of Bedford 
county, and approved by Tench Francis, the attorney of the proprie- 
taries, on the 30th of September, 1784, 


A month after an event occurred which doubtless contributed to the 
progress of the young town at the head of the Ohio. When Pitts- 
burg was surveyed, and down to the 21st of October, 1784, the 
country north of the Ohio and West of the Allegheny river was still 
owned and occupied by the natives. On that day a treaty was con- 
cluded at Fort Stanwix, now Rome, New York, by which their title 
was extinguished to all that region of country.'7 


About the same time Mr. John Wilkins, who came from Carlisle, 
and took up his abode in the town, thus remarks on its moral condi- 
tion: ‘ When I came here I found the place filled with old officers 
and soldiers, followers of the army, mixed with a few families of 





16 Montcalm and Wolf. Francis Parkman, vol. I., p. 207. 
17 History of Pittsburg, p. 183. 
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credit. All sorts of wickedness were carried on to excess, and there 
was no appearance of morality or regular order. There appeared to 
be no signs of religion among the people.”!® 


The next description of Pittsburg, taken in December, 1784, 
is from the eccentric Arthur Lee He says: “ Pittsburg is in- 
habited almost entirely by Scots and Irish, who live in paltry 
log houses, and are as dirty as in the north of Ireland, or 
even in Scotland. There is a great deal of small trade car- 
ried on, the goods being brought at the vast expense of forty 
shillings per ewt. from Philadelphia and Baltimore. They take in 
the shops, money, wheat, flour and skins. There are in the town 
four attorneys, two doctors, and not a priest of any persuasion, nor ¢ 
church, nor chapel, so that they are likely to be damned, without the 
benefit of clergy. The rivers encroach fast on the town, and to such 
a degree that, as a gentleman told me, the Allegheny had within 
thirty years of his memory, carried away one hundred yards. The 
place, I believe, will never be very considerable.” 


“In Niles’ Register, (vol. 30, p. 436,) it is stated, but no authority 


is given, that Pittsburg, in 1786, contained pirty-<ix log houses, 
one stone and one frame house and five small stores.” é; 


In April, 1788, Dr. Hildreth, of Marrietta, Ohio, remarks: “Pitts- 
burg then contained four or five hundred inhabitants, several retail 
stores, and a small garrison of troops was kept at old Fort Pitt. 
To our travelers, who had lately seen nothing but trees and rocks, 
with here and there a solitary hut, it seemed to be quite a large 
town. The houses were chiefly built of logs, but now and then one 
had assumed the appearance of neatness and comfort.”'® 


Four years later the following list of mechanics is given in the 
eleventh volume of the American Musewm: 1 clock and watch 
maker, 2° coopers, 1 skin dresser and breeches maker, 2 tanners 
and curriers, 4 cabinet makers, 2 hatters, 2 weavers, 5 blacksmiths, 
5 shoemakers, 3 saddlers, 1 maltster and brewer, 2 tinners, 3 wheel- 





18Qentennial Volume of the First Fresbyterian Church of Fitisburg, p.19. In 1784, 
the First Presbyterian Church, the first regularly organized religious body, was 
established. 

19 History of Pittsburg, p. 206. 
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wrights, 1 stocking weaver, 1 rope maker, 2 white-smiths; total, 36 
mechanics. The number of families was said to be 130,*° 

In the Pittsburg Gazette, of January 9, 1796, we find the follow- 
ing siatement: “The number of inhabitants in the borough of Pitts- 
burg, as taken by the assessors last week, amounts to one thousand 
three hundred and ninety-five.” To this Mr. Craig, in his History 
of Pittsburg, (p. 279) remarks: “This is the earliest authentic ac- 
count of our population, and it may be well to tarry awhile and 
notice the condition and appearance of ‘this place at that time. The 
number of inhabitants at six to ‘each house upon an average, would 
give two hundred and thirty-two houses, and although the writer’s 
memory goes back pretty distinctly to that time, he cannot conceive 
where that number of houses could then be found: I have tasked 
my own memory severely, and with the aid of one whose recollection 
is more distinct than my own, have made out the following enumer- 
ation of the houses in Pittsburg, about the time above mentioned.” 
Here follow the enumeration and location of 102 houses, with the 
name of the owners. 


The first paper, the Pittsburg Gazette, the first newspaper west of the 
Allegheny mountains, was established, as I have said, July 29, 1786. 


Up to the summer of 1788 Pittsburg was in Westmoreland county, 
but by an act of the Legislature of September 24, of that year, the 
new county of Allegheny was formed out of parts of Westmoreland 
and Washington. By the same act it was decreed that Pittsburg 
should be the county seat of the newly formed county. And by an 
act passed the next spring the trustees were authorized to purchase 
lots in Pittsburg for the site of a court house and jail. 


In the Pittsburg Gazette of September 30, 1788, we find the fol- 
lowing extract of a letter dated, “ Philadelphia, September 14, 1786 : 
* Mr. Brison has returned from New York, ‘with orders to establish a 
post from this place to Pittsburg, and one from Virginia to Bedford, 
the two to meet at Bedford.’” (History of Pittsburg, p. 204.) From the 
same paper we learn that “the mail, after April 18, 1795, will leave 
Philadelphia every Saturday at 11:30, A. M., and be delivered at 
Pittsburg every Friday at noon; returning will leave Pittsburg at 
, 5, P. M., Friday, and be delivered next Friday noon at Philadel- 
phia.” ‘ 
2° History of Pittsburg, pp. 206, 281 and 313. 
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Pirtssvre Marts inv Earty Tirmes.—“ The eastern mail ar- 
rives on Sunday, Wednesday, and Friday evenings. Where letters 
are not for a post town, the nearest post town ought to be mentioned. 
Those who send . letters may either pay the postage in advance or 
leave it to be paid by their correspondents. 


“THE Rates OF PostaGE FoR SINGLE LeEtTrers.—For any 
distance not exceeding 40 miles, 12 cents; over 40 and not exceeding . 
90 miles, 15 cents ; over 90 and not exceeding 150 miles, 18} cents ; 
over 150 miles and not exceeding 300 miles, 25} cents ; over 300 and 
not exceeding 500 miles, 30 cents; over 500, 374 cents. Double let- 
ters, or those composed of two pieces of paper, double these rates ; 
triple letters, or those composed of three pieces of paper, triple these 
rates. Packets or letters composed of four or more pieces of paper, 
and weighing one ounce or more, avoirdupois, are to be rated equal 
to one single letter for each quarter ounce. NEWSPAPERS.—Each 
paper carried, not exceeding 100 miles, or for any distance not being 
carried out of the State in which it is printed, 14 cents; if carried 
out of the State where it is printed and over 100 miles, 2} cents. 
MAGAZINES AND PAMPHLETS.—Carried not over 50 miles, for each 
sheet, 14 cents; over 50 miles and not exceeding 100, 2} cents; over 
100 miles, 3 cents. But pamphlets are not to be received or con- 
veyed by post on the main line, or any cross road, where the mail is 


large.”?° 


Pittsburg was incorporated as a borough April 22, 1794, having 
then a population of perhaps twelve hundred souls, and it was char- 
tered as a city March 16, 1816, the population having increased by 
that time to about six thousand. 


20 Pittsburg Directory for 1815, pp. 106-108. 





MIscELLANEOUS.—Early missionary life sometimes presented a 
ludicrous as well as a serious aspect. When Rev. Charles Ferry was 
stationed at St. Patrick’s church, Sugar Creek, Armstrong county, 
about the years 1821-2, he once came to the Easly settlement to give 
a “station.” Finding that he could not draw the cork out of the 
bottle in which he had the wine for the Holy Sacrifice, he sent a boy 
to the church, a distance of about thirteen miles, for the cork-screw. 

H 
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The Acadians in Philade)phia. 


[COMMUNICATED. ] 





Though more than a century and a quarter has passed since the 
expulsion of the Acadians from their homes, this act of cruelty is 
yet receiving historical investigation. Recorded in prose and em- 
balmed in poetry, their sad story must ever be of interest. Retribu- 
tive justice will not let wrong rest. So to-day in magazine and 
volume and newspaper the forcible dispossession of these people is 
the topic of discussion.' 

I pass by the controversy as to whether the expulsion was justifi- 
able—was even lawful—and all that relates to their dispersion among 
the colonies. My purpose is to briefly speak of those who were 
brought to Philadelphia. 

On November 19th and 20th, 1755, the Hannah and the Three 
Friends arrived at Philadelphia with over three hundred of the 
Acadians. A few days later the Swan arrived with others. The 


total number cast upon Philadelphia was 454. 





1As evidences of this, besides the histories of Nova Scotia, are the following 
papers: “The Acadian Confésors of the Faith,” a very able article in The Amer- 
ican Catholic Quarterly Review, October, 1884, (pp. 592-608) referred to below; “The 
Acadian Tragedy,” by Francis Parkman, in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine, No- 
vember, 1884, (pp. 877-886); with a brief but forcible reply to it in the Boston 
Pilot, November 8, 1884, by Philip H. Smith, author of the most important and 
exhaustive work ever published on the history of Acadia, and “Montcalm and 
Wolf,” by Mr. Parkman, vol. I., chapters [V. and VIII. It is painful to witness 
the strong and unjust puritanic bias manifested by so well informed and so able a 
writer as Mr. Parkman—perhaps the best prose writer America has ever produced 
——against the-French, the Catholics, and especially the Catholic clergy of Acadia, 
while he persistently ignores thejfact, which is the key to the question—a fact of 
which we would fain believe him ignorant, but cannot—that the oath of allegiance 
to Great Britain, which the Acadians were required to take, was nothing more nor 
less than an explicit denial of the Catholic faith. That Frenchmen should love 
France is but natural; that the clergy should labor to keep alive the true faith in 
the hearts of the people, and should guard them against whatever would endanger 
it, is one of the principal objects of their existence. The exhaustive paper of Hon. 
William B. Reed, in “Contributions to American History,” (Memoirs of the His- 
torical Society of Pennsylvania, vol. VI., pp. 283-316,) is, with the authorities there 
quoted, the principal source of information with regard to the Acadians in Penn- 
sylvania. A.A. L. 
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They were not strangers nor unfortunates to be welcomed, though not 
a third of the number were able-bodied men, the officials of the day 
feared them and the people were averse to their presence. The oper- 
ations of the French in Western Pennsylvania, and their dreaded 
approach to this city, kept the people in constant terror, and that a 
number of French Catholics should be brought to this city at a time 
when the authorities were in alarm about the operations of armed 
French Catholics to the westward, was thought hazardous to the 
peace and safety of the people. 


Governor Morris wrote to Governor Shirley, of New York: “The 
people here, as there is no military force of amy kind, are very un- 
easy at the thought of having a number of enemies scattered in the 
very bowels of the country, who may go off from time to time with 
intelligence and join their countrymen now employed against us, or 
foment some intestine commotion in conjunction with the Irish and 
German Catholics in this and neighboring Provinces.” 


A recruiting company of a regiment at New York was here at the 
time. In the fear, shown by his letter, Gov. Morris kept the com- 
pany from returning to New York, and asked the advice of the Pro- 


vincial Governors as to what disposition should be made of the 
Acadians. 

It was Chief Justice Belcher, of Nova Scotia, who declared the 
Acadians to be “ recusants.” His father was the Chief Justice of 
New Jersey, and he wrote the terrified Governor Morris: “ We 
have already too great a number of foreigners for our osvn good and 
safety. I think they should have been transported directly to old 
France, and I entirely agree with your Honor that these people 
would readily join with the Irish Papists, &c., to the ruin and de- 
struction of the king’s colonies, and should any attempt to land here 
I should think in duty to the king and his good people under my 
care, to do all in my power to crush an attempt.”* 

Though the officials and their followers were thus affrighted and 
heart-hardened at having “so many scorpions in the bowels of the 





2Yet the number of Catholics in the Province, taken two years later, April 29th, 
1757, was only 1,365. For the feelings with which Catholics were then regarded 
in the Province, see Pennsylvania Archives (old series) vol. II., pp. 120, 176, 390, 


423 and 694. A. A. L. 
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country,” yet the humane were not absent from the scene. The 
Quakers, true to their professions of charity and religious liberty, 
came, in the person of the noble Anthony Benezet and friends, to the 
assistance of the distressed, and by private resources and public ben- 
eficence, lessened their sufferings so vastly that the Neutrals, as the 
exiles were called, could, in thankfulness, record in a memorial, 
“ Blessed be God that it was our lot to be sent to Pennsylvania, 
where our wants have been relieved and we have in every respect 
been treated with Christian benevolence and charity.” 


The smal] pox broke out among them. They were hutted on 
what is now Pine street above Fifth, North Side. The Potter’s Field, 
now Washington Square, was one square northward. It received 
the remains of the dead exiles. Sickness and suffering, long con- 
tinued, exhausted, almost, the resources of private charity. The Pro- 
vincial Assembly was called on to care for the distress about whose 
coming they had not been consulted. Up to 1761 the expense of 
£7,000 had been incurred in the maintenance of these uninvited 
charges. Neither the crown nor the proprietors contributed. 


What was the position of the Acadians? They considered them- 
selves as prisoners of war, and claimed to be treated as such, to be 
maintained or to be sent to France if not returned to their old homes 
from which they had been so inhumanly driven. 


The Assembly was powerless to do so. It ordered that they should 
be “ dispersed ” throughout the neighboring counties, and the child- 
ren should be bound out to service. The exiles were unwilling to 
be “dispersed,” the farmers were unwilling to receive them, and 
parents would not part with their children. They feared the loss of 
their faith, The committee of the Assembly, in February, 1761, 
reported: “They have likewise a number of children who, by late 
acts of Assembly, ought to have been bound out to service, but their 
parents have always opposed the execution of the law on account of 
their religion.” Grand testimony of faith! Truly they were “Con- 
fessors of the Faith,” as a celebrated historian terms them in the 
American Catholic Quarterly Review (1884, pp. 592-608). 


They petitioned the king to have a part of their old land returned 
to them. “ Where,” said the committee, “they will be free from the 
apprehension of their children being educated in families whose 





THE ACADIANS IN PHILADELPHIA. 101 


religious sentiments are so different from theirs. * * * As. they 
find by experience that those few who are in Protestant families soon 
become estranged and alienated from their parents.” 

Truly, as Hon. Wm. B. Reed said of them in an address before 
the Pennsylvania Historical Society, “They died in their faith. They 
hugged it to their naked bosoms more closely because they were 
persecuted and exiles. They died broken-hearted, and the stain of 
their agony rests on the English name.” 


From old St. Joseph’s “chapel” Fathers Harding and Farmer 
oft went forth on missions of religion and charity, to their exiled co- | 
religionists.: That they “Blessed God their lot had been cast in 
Pennsylvania,” was doubtless that here they had, unrestricted, the 
- services of priests of their faith, and all the consolations of their re- 
ligion. 

Unhappily the records of Old St. Joseph for those days are now 
lost. The earliest record is the Marriage Registry, beginning 1769, 
It contains the following entries relating to the Acadians : 

“1769, Dec. 27, Antonie Landry to Barbara Le Blanc. 

“1772, Sept. 24th, Joseph de la Beaume (French) to Anna David 
(Acadian). 

“1772, Oct. 10th, Michael Boudrot to Anna Blanchat.” 


No later mention appears. Nothing later is known of any of 
them. The earliest directories show no trace of them. They simply 
disappeared. Many died, others went to other places as opportunity 
offered. They were exiled for their faith, they suffered for it, cher- 
ished it and died for it and in it, and our land has “ no record of sor- 
row so wantonly inflicted, and so bitter as fell upon the French 
inhabitants of Acadia.” Martin I, J. GRIFFIN. 

MISCELLANEOUS.—Rev. Joseph Doddridge, D. D., in his Settle- 
ment and Indian Wars in Virginia and Pennsylvania, (p. 209,) says, 
when speaking of the Catholics: “In Indiana they have a monastery 
of the Order of St. Trap, which is also a college, anda bishop.” It 
is well known that the Trappists are a branch of the Cistercian Order, 
remarkable for the austerity of their lives, so called from their mon- 
astery of La Trappe, in France, but it is no reproach for a D. D., 
even in our day, to be ignorant in such Catholic matters as he might 
learn from a five cent catechism. 
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Registres des Baptesmes et Sepultures. 


[ CONTINUED. ] 

Steatiere L’an mille sept cent cinquante quatre le sixiéme d’Aout 
© Akeciee est decedé dans le fort duquesne sous le titre de ’Assomp- 
homme tion de la Ste Vierge Ambroise boivin homme marié 
marié habitant de la baye de St. Paul au bas de quebec apres 

habitaat * "i ’ 
de avoir receu les Sts sacremens de pénitence et d’extrem 
Few gl , Ouction son corps a été inhumé dans le lieu destiné pour 
‘basde _le cimitiare et cela avec les cérémonies ordinaires par nous 
Quebec. prestre Recolet soussigné Aumonier du Roy au dit fort en 
foy de quoy avons signé, 
: fr. Denys Baron p. R. 


Aumonier. 


Nous Capitaine d’ynfenterie commandant general du party de la 
belle Riviére des forts de la presqu’ille de la rivigre aux beeufs et de 
celui de duquesne certifions que les extraits cy dessus sont conformes 
a Voriginal fait au fort duquesne le dix daout mille sept cent cin- 
quante quatre. 
Vu 
CoNnTRECEUR. 





LE present Registre contenant cing feuillets blancs non compris 
le présent a esté cotté et paraphé par nous capitaine dynfenterie com- 
mendant général du party de la Belle Riviere des forts de la pres- 
quille de la riviére aux Boeufs et de celuy de duquesne, lequel servira 
i enregistrer les extrais mortuaires baptemes et sepultures qui se 
seront au dit fort duquesne sous le titre de l’Assomption de la Ste 
Vierge lequel registre servira au dits enregistremens pendant le 
restant de cette année mille septcent cinquante quatre. 

Fait double au fort duquesne le trante et un d’aout mille septcent 
cinquante quatre. Fort duQuesne Riv” Oio, 

; ConTREC@UR. 





REGISTER OF FORT DUQUESNE. 


Register of Baptisms and Interments. 


[CONTINUED. ] 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-four, fpterment 
on the sixth of August, died at Fort Duquesne, under the Be 
title of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin,’ (a man) Boivin, 
named Ambrose Boivin, married, an inhabitant of the ae 
bay of St. Paul, below Quebec, after having received the of the Bay 
holy sacraments of Penance and Extreme Unction. His “ rer tots 
remains were interred in the place set apart for the cem- Quebec. 
etery,? and that with the customary ceremonies, by us, 

Recollect priest, the undersigned chaplain of the King, at 
the said fort. In testimony whereof we have signed: 
FrrarR Denys Baroy, P. R. 


Chaplain. 


We, Captain of Infantry, Commander-in-Chief of the detach- 
ment of the Beautiful River, of the forts of Presqu’ Isle, French 
creek, and Duquesne, certify that the above extracts conform 
to the original made at Fort Duquesne on the ténth of August, one 


thousand seven hundred and fifty-four. 
Approved, 


CoNTRECEEUR. 





The present Register, containing five blank leaves, not including 
this one, has been paged and signed by us, Captain of Infantry, 
Commander-in-Chief of the detachment of the Beautiful River, 
of the forts of Presqu’ Isle, French creek,. and Duquesne ; 
which will serve to register the mortuary extracts,* baptisms, and 
interments, which will take place at the said Fort Duquesne, under 
the title of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, which Register 
will serve for the said registration during the remainder of this year, 
one thousand seven hundred and fifty-four. 

A duplicate of this (register) was made at Fort Duquesne on the 
thirty-first of August, in the year one thousand seven hundred and 
fifty-four. CONTRECEUR. 

Fort Duquesne, Ohio River. 





104 


Sepulture 


de 

Jean Beau 
garcon hab- 

itant 

la Riviere 
de Chambly 

seigneury 

de Contre 

Coeur. 


Sepulture 
du 


petit Marin 
domestique 
de Mr. 
Droulion. 
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L’an mille sept cent cinquante quatre le six Septembre 
est decedé au fort duquesne sous le titre de l’Assomption 
de la Ste Vierge a la belle Riviére,le nommé J. beau 
habitant dans la riviere de Chambly Seigneury de Con- 
trecesur, lequel estoit agé de vint ans ou environ apres 
avoir receu les saints sacremens de penitence de viatique 
et d’extreme onction son corps a esté inhume dans le 
cimititre du meme fort et cela avec les ceromonies ordi- 
naires par nous preste Recolet sous signé aumonier du Roy 
au dit fort Duquesne ainsi avons sizné 

fr. Denys Baron P. R. 
Aumonier. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante quatre le douze septem- 
bre est decedé au fort duquesne sous le titre de !’Assomp- 
tion de la Ste Vierge 4 la belle Revitre Henry Marin 
domestique de M* Droulion agé de quinze ans au environ 
apres avoir receu les Sts Sacremens de penitence, de via- 
tique et d’extrem onction son corps a esté inhumé dans le 
cimitiére du susdit fort et cela avec les ceremonies ordi- 
naires par nous preste Recolet sous signé aumonier du Roy 
au dit fort ainsi avons signé 

fr. Denys Baron P. R. 
Aumonier. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante quatre le quinze Sep- 
tembre est decedé au fort duquesne sous le titre de ]’As- 
somption de la Ste Vierge a la belle Riviere le nommé 
Joseph Brochus de la paroisse de St. Michel au bas de 
Quebec agé d’environ vingt trois ans ou environ aprés 
avoir receu les Sts Sacremens de penitence, de viatique et 
d’extrem onction son corps a esté inhumé dans le cimi- 
tigre du méme fort par nous pte Recolet soussigné aumon- 
ier du Roy au dit fort ainsi nous avons signé 

fr. Denys Baron P. R. 
Aumonier. 





REGISTER OF FORT DUQUESNE. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-four, 
on the sixth of September, died at Fort Duquesne, under 
the title of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin at the 
Beautiful River, (a man) named John Beau, an inhabitant 
at the Chambly river, Seigniory of Contrecceur,* who 
was aged twenty years, or thereabout, after having received 
the sacraments of Penance, the Viaticum and Extreme 
Unction. His remains were interred in the cemetery of 
the same fort, and that with the customary ceremonies, by 
us, Recollect pfiest, the undersigned chaplain of the King at 
the said Fort Duquesue. Thus we have signed : 

Friar Denys Baroy, P. R., 
Chaplain. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-four, 
on the twelfth of September, died at Fort Duquesne, 
under the title of the Assumption of the-Blessed Virgin 
at the Beautiful River, Henry Marin, servant of Mr. 
Droulion, aged fifteen years, or thereabout, having re- 
ceived the sacraments of Penance, the Viaticum and 
Extreme Unction. His remains were interred in the 
cemetery of the abovementioned fort, and that with the 
customary ceremonies, by us, Recollect priest, the under- 
signed chaplain of the King at the said fort.- Thus we 


have signed : 
Friar Denys Baroy, P. R., 


Chaplain. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-four, 
on the fifteenth of September, died at Fort Duquesne, 
under the title of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
at the Beautiful River, (a man) named Joseph Brochus, of 
the Parish of St. Michael, below Quebec, aged twenty- 
three years, or thereabout, after having received the sacra- 
ments of Penance, the Viaticum and Extreme Unction. 
His remains were interred in the cemetery of the same 
fort, by us, Recollect priest, the undersigned chaplain of 
the King at the said fort. Thus we have signed: 

Friar Denys Baroy, P. R., 
Chaplain. 
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> 
Interment 


of 

John Beau, 
woe 
an inhabit- 
ant at the 
Chambly 

river, 
Seigni 
of Contre- 

coeur. 


Interment 
f 


O 
little Marin 
servant of 
Mr. Drou- 


lion. 


Interment 
of 
Joseph 
Brochus, 
unmarried, 
an inhabit- 
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HISTORICAL RESEARCHES. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante quatre le sixe de Septem- 
bre est decedé au fort Duquesne sous le té#re de |’ Assomp- 
tion de la Ste Vierge a la Belle Riviere francois de l’orme 
estant maitre charpentier au fort Duquesne et natif de la 
paroisse du Sault au Recolet, agé de trente ans ou environ 
apres avoir recue les sacremens de penitence, de viatiq et 
d’extrem onction son corps a esté inhumé dans le cimitiere 
du meme fort et cela avec les ceremonies ordinaires par 
nous ptre Recolet sous signé aumonier du Roy au susdit 
fort ainsi avous signé 

fr. Denys Baron P. R. 
Aumonier. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante quatre le trente Octobre 
est decedé au fort Duquesne sous le titre de ]’Assomption 
de la Ste Vierge a la belle Riviere Alexandre Marquis de 
la paroisse de Camouraskas au bas de Quebec, agé de vingt 
cing ans ou environ apres avoir receu les sts sacremens de 
penitence de viatique et d’extrem onction son corps a esté 
inhume dans le cimitiere du meme fort et cela avec les céré- 
monies ordinaires par nous preste Recolet soussigné Au- 
monier du Roy au dit fort ainsi nous avons signé 

fr. Denys Baron P. R. 
Aumonier. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante quatre le trois Novem- 
bre a esté baptisé avec les cérémonies ordinaires Denise 
sauvagesse Louve agé de douze ans ou environ laquelle 
desiroit ardament le st bapteme que nous preste Recolet 
soussigné Aumonier du Roy du fort Duquesne le luy 
avons administré en foy de quoy nous avons signé 

fr. Denys Baron P. R. 
Aumonier. 





REGISTER OF FORT DUQUESNE. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-four, 
on the sixteenth of September, died at Fort Duquesne, 
under the title of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
at the Beautiful River, Francois de L’Orme, being master 
carpenter at Fort Duquesne, and a native of the parish of 
the Sault au Recollect, aged thirty years or thereabout, 
after having received the sacraments of Penance, the 
Viaticum and Extreme Unction. His remains were in- 
terred in the cemetery of the same fort, and that with the 
customary ceremonies, by us, Recollect priest, the under- 
signed chalain of the King at the abovementioned fort. 
Thus we have signed : 

Friar Denys Baron, P. R., 
Chaplain. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-four, 
on the thirteenth of October, died at Fort Duquesne, 
under the title of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
at the Beautiful River, Alexander Marquis, of the parish 
of Camouraskas, below Quebec, aged twenty-five years, 
or thereabout, after having received the holy sacraments 
of Penance, the Viaticum and Extreme Unction. His 
remains were interred in the cemetery of the same fort, 
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and that with the customary ceremonies, by us, Recollect - 


priest, the undersigned chaplain of the King at the said 
fort. Thus we have signed : 
Friar Denys Baron, P. R., 
Chaplain. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and _ fifty-four, 
on the third of November, was baptized with the custom- 
ary ceremonies, Denise,® a Loup (Mohegan) Indian, aged 
twelve years, or thereabout, who ardently desired holy 
baptism, which we, Recollect priest, the undersigned chap- 
lain of the King at Fort Duquesne, administered to her. 
In testimony whereof we have signed : 

Friar Denys Baron, P. R., 
Chaplain. 


Baptism 
of 
Denise, a 
Loup 
Indian. 
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Sepulture  L/’an mille sept cent cinquante quatre le cing Novem- 
me bre est decedé aupres du fort Duquesne Denise Sauvagesse 
Sauvagesse Louve agé de douze ans ou environ ayant esté baptisée 
Louve. F ‘ 

deux jours auparavant son corps a este inhumé dans le 
cimititre du fort Duquesne et cela avec les ceremonies 
ordinaires par nous ptre Recolet soussigné Aumonier du 

Roy au dit fort en foy de quoy nous avons signé 

fr. Denys Baron P. R. 

Aumonier. 





LE present Registre contenant sept feuliets blancs non compris le 
présent a esté cotté et paraphé par nous capitaine dynfenterie com- 
mendant en chef des forts Duquesne de la presqu’ille et de la Riviere 
aux boeufs lequel servira a enrégistrer Les baptemes, mariages et 
sepultures qui se seront au dit fort Duquesne a la belle Riviere scus 
le tistre de L’Assomption de la tres S*° Vierge et cela pendant la 


presente année mille sept cent cinquante cing Lequel Regsitre a esté 
remis au pére Denys Baron p® Recolet aumonier du Roy au fort 
Duquesne fait au dit fort le premier janvier mille sept cinquante 
cing 
CoNTRECEUR. 
Fort Duquesne, R*® Oio. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante cing le trois de 
Sepulture janvier dans le fort Duquesne, a la belle Riviere sous le 
nS... titre de L’Assomption de la tras S® Vierge est decedé 
gevingar- Pierre Langevin gargon habitant de la paroissee de L’im- 
habitant de maculée Conception ditte La pointe Olivier a Chambly 
la meme aprés avoir receu les S*® Sacremens de penitence de via- 
de L’imma- ,. P . . 
culée Con- tique et d’extrem onction son corps a esté inhumé dans le 
an Cimitiere du méme fort et cela avec les ceremonies ordin- 
pointe aires par nous ptre Recolet aumonier du Roy au dit Fort 
Chambly: en foy de quoy avons signé 
fr. Denys Baron P. R. 


~ Aumonier. 
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In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-four, Interment 
on the fifth of November, died near Fort Duquesne, p, bid . 
Denise, a Loup (Mohegan) Indian, aged twelve years, or Loup 
thereabout, who had been baptized two days before. Her wie 
remains were interred in the cemetery of Fort Duquesne, 
and that with the customary ceremonies, by us, Recollect 
priest, the undersigned chaplain of the King at the said 
fort. In testimony whereof we have signed: 

Friar Denys Baron, P. R., 
Chaplain. 





The present Register, containing seven blank leaves, not including 
this one, has been paged and signed by us, Captain of Infantry, Com- 
mander-in-Chief of forts Duquesne, Presqu’ Isle, and French creek, 
which will serve to register the Baptisms, Marriages and Interments 
which may take place at the said Fort Duquesne at the Beautiful 
River, under the title of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, 
during the present year, one thousand seven hundred and fifty-five ; 
which register is entrusted to Father Denys Baron, Recollect priest, 


chaplain of the King at Fort Duquesne. Made at the said fort on 
the first of January, in the year one thousand seven hundred and 
fifty-five. CoNTRECEUR. 


Fort Duquesne, Ohio River. 


‘In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-five, 

on the third of January, in Fort Duquesne, under the title Interment 
of the Assumption of the most Blessed Virgin, died Peter Pd Ben 4 

Langevin, unmarried, an inhabitant of the parish of the unmarried, 

Immaculate Conception, called the Point Olivier on the an inhabit 
Chambly, after having received the holy sacraments of parish of 
Penance, the Viaticum and Extreme Unction. His re- per ars ag 
mains were interred in the cemetery of the same fort, and Bs — 

that with the customary ceremonies, by us, Recollect priest, Point Oli- 
the undersigned chaplain of the King at the said fort. —— 

y- 
In testimony whereof we have signed : 
Friar Denys Baron, P. R., 


Chaplain. 
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HISTORICAL RESEARCHES, 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante cing le quinze janvier 
dans le fort Duquesne a la belle Riviere sous le titre de 
Y Assomption de la trés S* Vierge est decedé Pierre Texier 
garcon habitant de la paroisse de S® Anne, seignerie de Ga- 
tineaux du gouvernement des Trois Rivieres agé d’environ 
de vint sept ans, aprés avoir regeu les S* Sacremens de 
penitence de viatique et d’extrem onction son eorps a esté 
inhumé dans le cimitiere du mesme fort et cela par nous 
pte Recolet premier aumonier du Roy au dit fort Du- 


quesne: en foy de quoy avons signé 
fr. Denys Baron P. R. 
Aumonier. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante cing, le quatorzeme de 
febvrier dans le fort Duquesne a la belle Riviere, sous le 
titre de |’Assomption de le trés S* Vierge est decedé Fran- 
gois Trudel gargon habitant de la paroisse de St. Francois 
de salle ditte La pointe aux trembles de Quebec aprés 
avoir receu les S* sacremens de penitence, de viatique, et 
d’extrem onction lequel estoit agé d’environ de vint cing 
ans son corps a esté inhumé dans le cimitiére du mesme 
fort, et cela avec les ceremonies ordinaires par nous ptre 
Recolet aumonier du Roy au dit fort en foy de quoy avons 
signé 

fr. Denys Baron P. R. 
Aumonier, 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante cing le deuxiesme mars, 
a esté baptisée avec les ceremonies ordinaires de nost® mére 
la S*® Eglise Catholique Marie Jeanne Vermet agée de 
dix neufs moys ou environ née en Nouvelleville Spean- 
calluianci, fille de Jean Vermet frangois de nation, cy 
devant habitant de nouvellville speancalluianci lequel a 
esté tué par les Chaougnons venant se joindre aux catho- 
liques de ces contrées de Jeanes Voleenbork anglaisse de 
nation, native de Nord Caroline ses pére et mére, le par- 
rain a esté Monsieur Pierre Claude de Contrecceur escuyer 
Sieur de Beaudry capitaine dynfenterie commendant en 





REGISTER OF FORT DUQUESNE. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-five, 
on the fifteenth of January, in Fort Duquesne at the 
Beautiful River, under the title of the Assumption of the 
most Blessed Virgin, died Peter Texier, unmarried, an in- 
habitant of the parish of St. Anne in the Seigniory of 
Gatineaux, of the government of Three Rivers, aged 
about twenty-seven years, after having received the holy 
sacraments of Penance, the Viaticum and Extreme Unce- 
tion. His remains were interred in the cemetery of the 
same fort, and that by us Recollect priest, the first® chap- 
lain of the King at the said. Fort Duquesne. In testi- 
mony whereof we have signed : 

Friar Denys Barony, P. R., 
Chaplain. 

In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-five, 
on the fourteenth of February, in Fort Duquesne at the 
Beautiful River, under the title of the Assumption of the 
most Blessed Virgin, died Francis Trudel, unmarried, an 
inhabitant of the parish of St. Francis of Sales, called 
Point aux Trembles, (in the Province) of Quebec, after 
having received the holy sacraments of Penance, the Viat- 
icum and Extreme Unction, who was aged about twenty- 
five years. His remains were intefted in the cemetery of 
he same fort, and that with the customary ceremonies, by 
us, Recollect priest, the undersigned chaplain of the King 
at the said fort. In testimony whereof we have signed : 

Friar Denys Baroy, P. R., 
Chaplain. 

In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-five, 
on the second of March, was baptized with the customary 
ceremonies of our Holy Mother the Catholic Church, 
Mary Jane Vermet, aged nineteen months, or thereabout, 
born at Newville Speancalluianci,”? daughter of John 
Vermet, a Frenchman, formerly an inhabitant of New- 
ville Speancalluianci, who was killed by the Shawanees 
while coming to join the Catholics of these parts; (and) 
of Jane Vollenbork (Bolingbroke?) an English woman, 
the father and mother being natives of North Carolina. 
The god-father was Monsieur Peter Claude de Contrecceur, 
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HISTORICAL RESEARCHES, 


chef des forts Duquesne, de la presqu’ille et de la Riviere 
aux beeufs, La maraine Marie Joseph Chainier femme du 
Sieur Norment negotiant a la belle Riviere Lesquels ont 
signés conjointement avec nous pte Recolet aumonier du 
Roy au susdit fort Duquesne sous le titre de |’Assomption 
de la trés S® Vierge a la belle Riviere. 
CoNTRECEUR 
MARIE JOSEPH CHAINIER 

NoRMAND 

fr. Denys Baron P. R. 
Aumonier. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante cing le cinquieme de 
May, est decedé au fort Duqusene sous le titre de ’Asomp- 
tion de la St® Vierge a la belle Riviere Michel Boucher 
garcon habitant de la paroisse de St. Nicolas auprés de 
Quebec aprés avoir regeu les S** Sacremens de penitence de 
viatique et d’extrem onction lequel estoit agé de vint ans 
ou environ son corps a esté inhumé dans le cimitiére du 
méme fort et cela avec les ceremonies ordinaires par nous 
ptre Recolet soussigné,aumonier du Roy au susdit fort en 
foy de quoy avons signé 

fr. Denys Baron P. R. 
Aumonier. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante cing le cinquiesme 
de Julliet a esté tué et a eu sa chevelure levée, le nomé 
Pierre Simard gargon habitant de la paroisse de la petite 
Riviere au bas de Quebec lequel estuit agé de vint trois 
ans ou environ (lequel a satisfait 4 son devoir paschal) 
son corps a esté inhumé dans le cimitiére du fort Dquesne 
sous le tistre de l’Assomption de la S® Vierge a la belle 
Riviare et cela avec les ceremonies par nous preste Recolet 
soussigné aumonier du Roy au dit fort Duquesne en foy 
de quoy avons signé 

fr. Denys Baron P. R. 
Aumonier. 





REGISTER OF FORT DUQUESNE. 


Esquire, Sieur de Beaudray, Captain of Infantry, Com. 
mander-in-Chief of the forts of Duquesne, Presqu’ Isle, 
and French creek; the god-mother was Mary Joseph 
Chainier, wife of the Sieur Norment, merchant trader at 
the Beautiful River, who have signed conjointly with us, 
Reeollect priest, the undersigned chaplain of the King at 
the above mentioned Fort Duquesne, under the title of 
the Assumption of the most Blessed Virgin at the Beauti- 
ful River. CoNnTRECEUR, 

Mary JosEPH CHAINIER, 

Frtar Denys Baroy, P. R.,. 

Chaplain. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-five, 
on the fifth of May, died at Fort Duquesne, under the 
title of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin at the 
Beautiful River, Michael Boucher, unmarried, an inhabit- 
ant of the parish of St. Nicholas, near Quebec, after hav- 
ing received the holy sacraments of Penance, the Viaticum 


and Extreme Unction, who was aged twenty-two years, 
or thereabout. His body was interred in the cemetery of 
the same fort, and that with the customary ceremonies, by 
us, Recollect priest, the undersigned chaplain of the King 
at the above mentioned fort. In testimony whereof we 
have signed : Friar Denys Baroy, P. R., 
Chaplain. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-five, 
on the fifth of July was killed and scalped (a man) named 
Peter Simard, unmarried, an inhabitant of the parish of 
Péit Riviére, below Quebec, who was aged twenty-three 


years, or thereabout. (He had performed his Easter © 


duty.) His body was interred in the cemetery of Fort 
Duquesne, under the title of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin at the Beautiful River, and that with the 
customary ceremonies, by us, Recollect priest, the under- 
signed chaplain of the King at the said fort. In testi- 
mony whereof we have signed : 
Friar Denys Baroy, P. R., 
I Chaplain. 
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HISTORICAL RESEARCHES. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante cing le neuf de Julliett a 
este tué dans le combat donné contre les Anglois le mesme 
jour le nommé Limoge gargon habitant des milles isles, 
paroisse de St. Louis, lequel estoit agé d’environ de vint 
six ans et le corps duquel a esté enterré sur le champ de 
baptaille Mr’ Le Borgne cadet a leguilliette, ainsi qu’il 
nous |’a déelaré a nous ptre Recolet soussiugné aumonier du 
Roy au fort Duquesne sous le titre de !’Assomption de la 
S® Vierge 4 la belle Riviere en foy de quoy avons signé 

fr. Denys Baron P. R. 
Aumonier. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante cing le neuf de julliet 
est decedé au fort Duquesne a la belle Riviere sous le 
tistre de )’Assomption de la S Vierge le nommé Jean 
Baptiste Talion gargon habitant des milles isles paroisse 
de St. Louis ayant esté blesé le mesme jour dans Je combat 
donné contre les Anglois, lequel a recue les S® sacremens 
d’extrem onction et de penitence son corps a esté inhumé 
dans le cimitiere du mesme fort le dix du présent et cela 
avec les ceremonies ordipaires par nous pre Recolet Au- 
monier du Roy au susdit fort en foy de quoy avons signé 

fr. Denys Baron P. R. 
Aumonier. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante cing le neuf de Julliet a 


‘esté tué au combat donné contre les Anglois et le mesme 


jour que dessus M* Dericherville escuyer Sieur de Carque- 
ville, Lieutenant dans les troupes du detachement de la 
marine apres avoire esté le mesme jour en confesse lequel 
estoit agé d’environ de trente trois ans: son corps a esté le 
dixiesme du susdit mois inhumé dans le cimitiere du fort 
Duquesne & la belle Riviere sous le titre de l’Assomption 
de la S® Vierge, et cela avec les ceremonies  ordinaires 
par nous pre Recolet soussigné aumonier du Roy au susdit 
fort en foy de quoy avons signé 
fr. Denys BaroneP. R. 
Aumonier, 





REGISTER OF FORT DUQUESNE. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-five, 
on the ninth of July,® was killed in the battle fought 
with the English the same day, (a man) named Limoge, 
unmarried, an inhabitant of the Thousand Islands, parish 
of St. Louis, who was aged twenty-six years, whose re- 
mains were interred on the field of battle by Mr. Le 
Borgne,® cadet a L’Eguilliette, as he made known to us, 
Recollect priest, the undersigned chaplain of the King at 
Fort Duquesne, under the title of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin, at the Beautiful River. In testimony where- 
of we have signed : Friar Denys Baron, P. R., 

Chaplain. 

In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-five, 
on the ninth of July, died at Fort Duquesne, at the Beau- 
tifal River, under the title of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin, (a man) named John Baptist Talion, un- 
married, an inhabitant of the Thousand Islands, parish of 
St. Louis, having been wounded the same day in the 
battle fought with the English. He received the sacra- 
ments of Penance and Extreme Unction. His remains 
were interred in the cemetery of the same fort the tenth of 
the present(month), and that with the customary ceremonies, 
by us, Recollect priest, the rig, chaplain of the 
King at the abovementioned fort. In testimony whereof 
we have signed : Friak Denys Baroy, P. R., 

Chaplain. 

In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-five, 
on the ninth of July, was killed in the battle fought with 
the English, and the same day as above, Mr. Dericher- 
ville, Esquire, Sieur de Carqueville, Lieutenant in the 
forces of the detachment of the marine, after having the 
same day confessed, who was aged about thirty-three years. 
His remains were interred on the twelfth of the before- 
mentioned month, in the cemetery of Fort Duquesne, at 
the Beautiful River, under the title of the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin, and that with the customary ceremonies, 
by us, Recollect priest, the undersigned chaplain of the 
King at the abovementioned fort. In testimony whereof 
we have signed: Friar Denys Baron, P. R., Chaplain. 
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HISTORICAL RESEARCHES. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante cing le dix de Julliet est 
decedé au fort duquesne sous le titre de l’Assomption de la 


officier dans S*® Vierge M™ Jean Baptiste de La Perade escuyer Sieur 


les trou 
de Lisle 
Royale. 
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de Parieux enseigne dans les troupes de l’isle Royale ayant 
esté blessé le neuf du present mois dans le combat donné 
contre les Anglois aprés avoire regeu les S“ sacremens 
de penitence et d’extrem onction son corps a esté inhumé 
dans le cimititre du mesme fort par nons ptre Recolet 
soussigné aumonier du Roy au susdit fort en foy de quoy 
avons signé : 
fr. Denys Baron P. B. 
Aumonier. 


L’an mille sept cinquante cing le neuf de Julliet a esté 
tué au combat donné contre les Anglois et le mesme jour 
que dessus, M* Léonarp DANIEL escuyer, Sieur de BEav- 
JEUX capitaine d’infenterie commandant du fort Duquesne 
et de L’armée, lequel estoit agé d’environt de quarente 
cing ans ayant esté en confesse et fait ses devotions les 
mesme jour, son corps a esté inhumé le douze du mesme 
mois dans le cimitiére du fort Duquesne sous le titre de 
YAssomption de la § Vierge a la belle Riviere et cela 
avec les ceremonies ordinaires par nous pre Recolet sous- 
signé aumonier du Roy au susdit fort en foy de quoy 
avons signé 

fr. Denys Baron P. R. 
Aumonier. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante cing le vint sept de Jul- 
liet a esté inhumé dans le cimetiére du fort Duquesne a la 
belle Riviére, le corps de Charle, escuyer sieure de Sennon- 
ville, Cadet a leguilliette: et cela avec les ceremonies 
ordinaires par nous pre Recolet soussigné Aumonier du 
Roy au susdit fort en foy de quoy avons signé 

fr. Denys Baron P. R. 
_ Aumonier. 








REGISTER OF FORT DUQUESNE. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-five, 
on the tenth of July, died at Fort Duquesne, under the 
title of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin at the 
Beautiful River, Mr. John Baptist La Perade, Esquire, 
Sieur de Parieux, Ensign in the troops of the Isle Royale,'® 
having been wounded on the ninth of the present month 
in the battle fonght with the English, after having received 
the holy.sacraments of Penance and Extreme Unction. 
His remains were interred in the cemetery of the same fort, 
by us, Recollect priest, the undersigned chaplain of the 
King at the abovementioned fort. In testimony whereof we 
have signed : FriaArR Denys Baron, P. R., 

Chaplain. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-five, 
on the ninth of July, was killed in the battle fought with 
the English, and the same day as above, Mr. Liénard 
Daniel, Esquire, Sieur de Beaujeu,'' Captain in the In- 
fantry, Commander of Fort Duquesne and of the army, 
who was aged about forty-five years, having been at con- 
fession and performed his devotions'? the same day. His 
remains were interred on the twelfth of the same month, 
in the cemetery of Fort Duquesne under the title of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin at the Beantiful River, 
and this with the customary ceremonies by us, Recollect 
priest, the undersigned chaplain of the King at the above- 
mentioned fort. In testimony whereof we have signed : 

Friar Denys Baron, P. R., 
Chaplain. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-five, 
on the twenty-seventh of July, was interred in the ceme- 
tery of Fort Duquesne, at the Beautiful River, the remains 
of Charles, Esquire, Sieur de Sonnonville, cadet L’Eguil- 
ette, and that with the customary ceremonies by us, Recol- 
lect priest, the undersigned chaplain of the King at the 
abovementioned fort. In testimony whereof we have 
signed ; Frtar Denys Baroy, P. R., 

Chaplain. 


(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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HISTORICAL RESEARCHES. 


NOTES. 


1. The expression so frequently met with in the Register, “ Fort uesne under 
the title of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin at the Beautiful River,” may 
not be as clear to the mind of the general reader as it is to the Catholic. From an 
early day it has been the custom in Catholic countries, or those formerly regarded 
as such, to select a patron saint, not only for a whole country but also for cities and 
localities. The above expression, in the light of this custom, means that the spot 
occupied = the French here, and the chapel, as the religious centre of it, were 

laced, by the piety of the people, under the special protection and patronage of 

er whom, in the words of her own sublime prophecy, “all generations «shall call 
blessed.” (St. Luke, 2: 48.) The Blessed Virgin under this title was the Patroness 
of the French nation under the old regime, and this being an important place 
should, in their opinion, be honored with the same title. It would be interesting 
to know where, precisely, the chapel of Fort Duquesne stood, but we have not at 
present, and cannot expect ever to have the means of determining this point. The 
plan of the fort, as drawn by Captain Robert Stobo, in the summer of £754, which 
is the basis of all the other plans of it, shows no room or building designated as the 
chapel ; but some of the buildings are said to contain several,departments, one of 
which was no doubt used for a chapel.— Memoirs of Capt. Robt. Stobo. The import- 
ance which the French attached to the chapel, their demand for daily religious 
service, and their custom in other places, prove beyond a doubt that they had a 
chapel, and that it stood within the fort; hence its location can readily be deter- 
mined within a few feet. It may be remarked that the title underwent several 
changes. At first it was “ Fort Duquesne at the Beautiful River,’ then “Fort Du- 
quesne under the title of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin ;” next, “Fort Du- 

uesne under the title ot the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin at the Beautiful 

iver.” Sometimes it is “The Most Blessed Virgin.” What title could be more 


truly poetic or beautiful than this? But there is a singular circumstance connected 
with it, which is worthy of note. I shall give it in the words of Rt. Rev. Michael 
O’Connor, first Bishop of Pittsburg, whose remarks refer to the diocesan synod of 
June, 1844, ninety years after the selection of a patron by Father Baron. § - 
ing of the chapel he says: “ It is gone it was dedicated under this title on 


the feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin after their (the French soldiers’) 
first arrival, as it is only after that vp A that it 1s designated by that name in the 

ister. It would appear that this dedication was accepted by the Blessed Virgin 
as at the: first synod of the new Diocese of Pittsburg, the new diocese was 
placed under the protection of the Holy Virgin under the title of the As- 
sumption, though no one was aware at that time of the previous dedication 
under the same title.’”——Diocesan Register. Some years after the organization of 
the con tion of St. Mary of Mercy, which embraces that portion of the city 
once occupied by Fort Duquesne, and of which I have been pastor for eleven years, 
I had erected a memorial altar to commemorate that which stood in Fort Duquesne, 
which was dedicated under the same title September 24, 1878. 

2. The precise location of this cemetery cannot now be determined, nor will it 
ever be, from the fact that much of the Point has been filled from eight to twelve 
feet above its level at the time of the French. See note 29, p. 53. 

8. This is doubtless a mistake in the copyist for “marriages.” I am informed 
by Mr. J. G. Shea that, owing to a few Rlendess by the copyist, “the Register, as 

rinted, is not absolutely to be depended on for the correctness of every word.” 
ut itis my duty to give it as I find it. 

4. See above note 13, p. 16, Also Pennsylvania Magazine of Hist. and Biog., 
1884, p. 128. 

5. The Gazette, omitting monotonous repetitions, gives this curious translation of 
the present entry: “Baptized, Nov. 3, 1754—Denise Sauvagesse Louve, aged 
twelve years, in compliance with his ardent desire.” 

6. It is difficult to understand why in this place only the expression “ first chap- 
lain” should have been used, We have no evidence that there were any other 
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priests at the fort, for only the name of Father Baron appears on the Register, ex- 
cept in one place where we meet with that of Rev. Luke Collet ; but he was no more 
than a visitor, for he signs himself, “Chaplain of Presqu’ Isle and French Creek.” 

7 Mr. Shea surmises that this place may havebeen Pickawillaney, as the lish 
ealled it, or Pique Town, on the Miami river, which became in the middle of the 
last century, one of the greatest Indian towns of the west, the centre of lish 
trade and influence, and a capital object of French jealousy.—Montcalm & A 
Parkman, vol. L., p. 52. I am, however, led to believe that it is the French render- 
ing of the Indian name of some village in North Carolina, of which colony both 

ts were said to be natives.’ Its location must forever remain a matter of con- 
ecture. There is, indeed, a village in Ohio named Newville, but it is a considera- 
le distance from Piqua, which would seem to be the former Pique Town. : 

8. “When or where Edward Braddock was born, there is no means of ascer- 
taining. . . . As may be judged from the date of his first commission, he must 
have been born toward the close of the seventeenth century. On the eleventh of 
October, 1710, he entered the army with the rank of Ensign in the grenadier com- 

y of the Coldstream Guards, and on the first of August, 1716, was appointed a 
ieutenant.” He rose from one grade to another till he was rewarded for his 
bravery at the battle of Fontenoy, fought May eleventh, 1745, by being appointed 
First Major of his regiment. Other promotions awaited him, till on the twenty- 
first of mber, 1754, be sailed for America as Commander-in-Chief of all the 
or that were to operate against the French. He was wounded at the battle of 
the Monongahela, better known as Braddock’s Defeat, July ninth, 1755, and died 
near the Great Meadows on the thirteenth, where his remains still repose.—His- 
tory of Braddock’s Expedition. In the difference of opinion regarding the person 
who inflicted the fatal wound, I hold that it was Thomas Fausett, one of the col- 
onial soldiers. As to his character, Horace Walpole sums it up in these words: 
“Desperate in his fortune, brutal in his behavior, obstinate in his sentiments, he 
was still ——— and capable.” Mr. Parkman calls him “the gallant bulldog.”— 
Montcalm & Wolf, vol. I., pp. 191 and 220. See also Writingsof George Washington, 
Sparks, vol. II., pp 86, et seq.; Captivity of Col. James Smith, pp. 11, 12, and The 
Ceaaploacy of Pontiac, Parkman, vol. pp. 105, e€ seq. . 

9. This is the only interment known to have taken place at the time on the 
field of battle. The rout of the English was so complete that every one 
thought only of saving his own life. The bones of the English were not interred 
till after the fall of Fort Duquesne, more than three years later.—Z'he Olden Time, 
vol. L., pp. 186-188. Dr. dridge says, quaintly enough, “ It is said that for some 
time after Braddock’s defeat, the bears having feasted on the slain, thought that 
they had a right tv kill and eat every human being with whom they met.”—Set- 
dements and Indian Wars, &c., p. 64, note. 

10. Cape Breton Island, in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 


11. “Daniel Hyacinth Mary Liénard de Beaujeu, who so bravely attacked with 
a petty force the finest army ever sent from England to operate against the French 
was descended from a family from Dauphiné, which has left its name to the Beau- 
jolois, one of the divisions of that ancient province. The family figures in French 
histo ry of the eleventh century. Jn 1210 Guichard, Sire de Beaujeu, was sent 
by Philip Augustus as his ambassador to the Sovereign Pontiff Innocent III. 

umbert V., Sire de Beaujeu, was Constable of France, and attended the coronation 
of Baudouin II. as Emperor of Constantinople. Another of the name fought 
under St. Louis in Egypt. William de Beaujeu was Grand-master of the Templars 
in 1288, and was killed at the siege of Antioch in 1290. They figure in later times 
in the annals of the brave. The Seigneur de Beaujeu, an officer of great experience 
and ability, fell at the siege of Montbart in 1590; another at Fontarabia in 1638; 
Paul Anthony Quiqueran de Beaujeu is famous for his imprisonment at Constan- 
tinople and his daring escape in the seventeenth century. One of this brave race com- 
manded the man-of-war sent out as part of the expedition of René Chevalier de la 
Salle, to operate against the rich —"* untry of Mexico, by way of Texas, and 
is now receiving tardy justice from and groundless charges.” The hero of 
the battle of the Monongahela was the second son of Louis Liénard de Beaujeu and 
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Dénise Thérése are de Branssac, who was a widow when she married Beaujeu. 
“ He was born at Montreal, August 19, 1711, and at an early age entered the service 
in which his father held a commission. He rose rapidly, showing that his ability 


was , and in 1718 we find him a captain in the detachment of the marine 
which constituted the French troops in Canada . . . He was next, it is said, 
commandant at Detroit.” He was soon after in command at Niagara; and as a 
reward for his bravery he, about this time, received the Cross of St. Louis. In 
1755 he was sent to Fort Duquesne with men and supplies, and was appointed to 
the command. Here it was he was to crown the great achievements of his life with 
one still r. “At daybreak on the 9th of July, the French officers and soldiers 
gathered in the little ‘chapel of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin at the Beau- 
tiful River,’ as that in the fort was styled. The commandant knelt in confessional 
before the grey-robed chaplain, the Recollect Father Denys Baron, and when Mass 
was said, received Holy Communion at his hands . . . . Then the little part, 
marched gayly out, numbering 72 regular soldiers, 146 Canadians.” After muc 
persuasion a motley band of some 600 Indians of many tribes followed, amo 
whom was the redoubtable Pontiac. The story of the ambush and battle are well 
known and need not be re . “At the third volley from the English, de Beau- 
jeu fell, trae through the forehead, it is said, with a ball . . . . Thus fell 
Daniel Liénard de Beaujeu, in the arms of victory, dying as nobly as any of his 
crusader ancestors on the fields of Palestine, Egypt, or Tunis; and dying more 
gloriously, for not even one of his- gallant race ever achieved so great success, or 
turned a desperate cause into a triumphant defeat of so superior a force.” The 
body was ~_ till the 12th when it was interred in the cemetery of the fort; but 
the resting place of the gallant commander will remain a mystery forever. Beaujeu 
did not receive, even from the French, due credit for having planned the desperate 
struggle in which he fell ; but that he was then in command is clearly proven from 
this entry in the register.— Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography—article 
by Mr. “Telia Gilmary Shea, 1884, pp. 121-128. See above p. 55. 

12. In the Gazette translation of this entry, the French phrase, “a-esté tué” is 
rendered “ wounded,” with the foot-note appended, “The word is tue, killed, but no 
doubt used inadvertently.” This rendering is wholly gratuitous and at variance 
with the facts of history, for in all accounts of the battle it is distinctly stated that 
Beaujeu was killed. The difficulty with the translator seems to have been to find 
a reason why a manshould prepare for death before he was certain that it was at 
hand. It is only one of the many instances in which even learned non-Catholics 
show it no fault, in their opinion, for a man to be ignorant of the simplest matter 
relating to Catholic teaching and practice. Nothing strikes a Catholic more than 
this, except the complacency with which such ignorance is cherished. The study 
of a five-cent catechism would save many a learned man from appearing ridiculous 
in the eyes of the largest body of Christians on earth. 





MISCELLANEOUS.—The diocese of Pittsburg possesses the mother 
houses in the United States of the following religious orders: The 
Benedictine Order, the Arch-Abbey of St. Vincente, near Latrobe ; 
the Passionist Congregation, St. Paul’s Monastery, Pittsburg, South- 
side; the Congregation of the Holy Ghost and the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, monastery connected with the Catholic college; the 
Sisters of Mercy, St. Mary’s convent, Pittsburg; and the Sisters of 
Divine Providence, Sts. Peter and Paul’s convent, Pittsburg, East End. 





THE continuation of “The Early Days of Catholicity in Pittsburg” is unavoid- 
ably crowded out of this number of the RESEARCHES. 





